
 

 

 

 

 

SAR Compatriot: Neil Verigan 
Patriot: John Redfeme  

WHERE THE RED FERNS GREW 

The family sprang from York and Lancaster, and was identified in records as early as 1238. Spelled 

in a variety of ways, the first member to arrive in the new world was apparently Nicholas Redferne 

who appeared in Virginia, 1658. It seems he left no descendants, and no further paper trail. This, 

however, is about James and John Redfearn (brothers, and Thomas and Robert Huntley. 

They weren't among the powerful or wealthy; just small independent farmers who came to America 

looking for greater opportunities. For SAR purposes, I traced my ancestry to John, whose father, 

James, was born in Virginia around 1735. Moving into North Carolina, John was born before 1755 

in Anson County. 

Available records show that John provided goods or services to the cause, while brother James was a 
Revolutionary soldier. Original Revolutionary Army Accounts & Vouchers, Historical Commission, 
Raleigh, N.C., have entries showing John with currency allowances of 3 pounds 18 shillings; 11 
pounds 4 shillings; and interest of 3 pounds 6 shillings. It isn't clear, however, whether the money 
was for military service or other services. Auditors for the claims included John Auld, an army 
officer from Anson County and Thomas Chiles, a captain, from the same county. 

John's brother James, mentioned above, while not a direct ancestor, was a Revolutionary soldier. 
Pension records show he served in Capt. James White's company of Col. Thomas Wade's regiment. 
This would have been in North Carolina, but date of enlistment and length of service aren't included. 
His pension began September 5, 1808 at $3.00 per month, and was later raised to $4.80. The last 
payment was made September 13, 1826. He never married, and lived with his nephew, Nimrod 
Redfearn, during his later years. 

Nimrod was John's son, and my great-great-great-grandfather. His marriage to Sarah Huntley added 
two other Revolutionary connections to my family tree. Her grandfather, Thomas Huntley, furnished 
money and materials as evidenced by several pages of Army Records of N.C. And her father, Robert 
Huntley, was a soldier, referred to in old age as Grandsir Bob. An account of his death at 93 in the 
June 24, 1854, issue of the "Pee Dee Star" comments that "he was a soldier in the great struggle of his 
country for independence--was placed as a guard in the battle of Camden when Gates was 
defeated--afterward aided as one of a scouting party to subdue tories," etc. 

These are my links with our Revolutionary history through my mother, Georgia (Redfearn) Verigan. 
My hometown is Monmouth, Illinois, Wyatt Earp's birthplace. 

Neil Verigan 



 


